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Length composition Greenland halibut
The Norwegian fishery for Greenland halibut was conducted in ICES XIV b, East Greenland, mainly in the period June – October. Both trawlers and longliners participated.
Trawl samples

The trawl fishery was conducted mainly in the waters of Heimland Ridge and Dohrn Banke (64(N) (Figure 1). Trawling was conducted along the continental slope in the depth ranges 700 – 1 400m. Samples were taken during the commercial fishery.  From trawl catches approximately 100 fish were measured at random from 19 hauls. Total number of measured fish was 1 953 (Figure 2). 
Longline samples
Longline catches were taken mainly at 62(N (Kap Bille Bank) and 63( - 64(N (Heimland Ridge (Figure 1). Kap Bille Bank has been the most commonly fished area during the past years. Main fishing depth was 1 100 – 1 500 m. This has been the main fishing depth since 1995 when the fishery for Greenland halibut became a more specific fishery for this species and moved to deeper waters, from a mixed fishery targeting Atlantic halibut and Greenland halibut. From longline catches Greenland halibut were measured at 73 settings. Measurements were taken from 1-2 magazines on each setting. The criterion was that approximately 100 fish should be measured from, each setting. Total number of measured fish was 6 702 (Figure 3).

Longline catches consisted of significantly bigger fish than trawl catches. Length measurements for both gears combined are shown in Figure 4. 
Comparisons to previous years indicate that Greenland halibut caught by trawl are somewhat smaller in 2002 than in 2001 and 1998 (Figure 5). Longline catch composition was similar to what was seen in 2001, and somewhat smaller than 2000 (Figure 6). 
Length – weight relationship Greenland halibut
One of the longliners provided length and weight data from their fishery in ICES XIV b. A total of 3175 Greenland halibut were measured (Figure 7). 
A length – weight relationship was established giving:

W = 4.06 * 10-6 * L3.245 (R2 = 0.941, P = 0)
Landings:  Greenland halibut and redfish
Below are shown tables including Norwegian catch data for redfish and Greenland halibut in 2001 and 2002 (provisional) in ICES Sub-areas XII and XIV. The pelagic trawl fishery for S.mentella has in 2001 and 2002 not reported the catches by depth intervals.
Year 2001
	
	ICES XIV (East-Greenland demersal and International pelagic)
	ICES XII

(Pelagic)

	Species/Gear
	Trawl
	Longline
	Gillnet
	Trawl

	Sebastes sp. (demersal)
	21
	45
	
	

	S.mentella, 

oceanic 1)
	4319
	
	
	903

	Greenland halibut
	441
	983
	
	


1) According to official landing statistics and raised by 3% to account for discarding.

Norwegian oceanic S.mentella fishery in April-November 2001:
EFFORT:   
Hours fishing (preliminary): ......................... 4639


           

Number of trawlers: ......................................       4

CPUE:     
Tonnes/hour: .................................................       0.88
(Available effort data corresponding to 4103 t. fished)

Year 2002
	
	ICES XIV (East-Greenland demersal and International pelagic)
	ICES XII

(Pelagic)

	Species/Gear
	Trawl
	Longline
	Gillnet
	Trawl

	Sebastes sp. (demersal)
	
	13
	5
	

	S.mentella, 

oceanic 1)
	4324
	
	
	1127

	Greenland halibut
	770
	510
	
	


1) According to official landing statistics and raised by 3% to account for discarding.

Norwegian oceanic S.mentella fishery in April-September 2002:
EFFORT:   
Hours fishing (preliminary): .........................  4173


           

Number of trawlers: ................................…..       5

CPUE:     
Tonnes/hour: .................................................       1.23 
(Available effort data corresponding to 5136 t. fished)

Norwegian conversion factors:
Oceanic S.mentella.


Japanese cut: 
            1.95


Fillet, 
landings:
4.77



log-book:
3.33
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Figure 1. Norwegian commercial fishery in Ices XIVb, 2001. Trawl = tyriangles, Longoine = squares. 
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Figure 2. Length distribution from Norwegian trawl fishery 2002.

[image: image3.emf]0

50

100

150

200

250

30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110

Total Length (cm)

Numbers

Longlines 2003

N = 6702

No. Stations  = 73


Figure 3. Length distribution from Norwegian longline fishery in 2002. 
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Figure 4. Length distribution of Greenland halibut – trawl (N=1 953) and longlines (N = 6 702) combined. 
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Figure 5. Comparisons of length distributions from Greenland halibut trawl catches during recent years, ICES XIV b. 
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Figure 6. Comparisons of length distributions from Greenland halibut longline catches during recent years, ICES XIV b. 
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Figure 7. Length – Weight – relationgship for Greenland halibut, base don longloine data from ICES XIVB, 2003. 

